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PRESIDENT’S CORNER – 

A MESSAGE FROM RON MILLER

There are three important issues

facing NARFE members, all of which

require individual member attention

and action if we want to see success

for our organization.  I will address them in chronological sequence, as we need to deal with them: 1.  Premium Conversion Legislation; 2. Grass-Roots Advocacy Month; and 3. Single Dues Referendum.

1.  PREMIUM CONVERSION LEGISLATION:  President Obama has declared that he wants a Health Care Reform Bill completed by the August recess (July 31, 2009).  NARFE is pushing to have our Premium Conversion Bills (S-491 and HR-1203) attached to this legislation.  This is as close as we have ever been – and maybe as close as we will ever be -- to having our top priority legislative effort become a reality.

Action Requested of Chapter 1420 Members:  Immediately contact Senators Burr and Hagan and Congressman Shuler and urge them to include Premium Conversion Bills S-491 and HR-1203 in comprehensive health care reform legislation.
If you have access to the Internet, go to the NARFE website, click on Legislation and logon as a member.  Then, scroll down to the Legislative Action Center and click where it prompts you to write your Congressman.  Enter your zip code and click on “Go”.  You will immediately find email access to Senators Hagan and Burr and Representative Shuler.  The wording for each email is already provided for you.

If you don’t have access to the Internet, use the contact information provided at the end of this newsletter.  Or, you can call the Capitol switchboard at 866-220-0044 and ask for the Senators and Rep Shuler by name.  You will probably speak to a senior staff member, but that doesn’t matter.  Urge our Representatives to have House Ways and Means Chairman Charles Rangel or Senate Finance Committee Chairman Max Baucus to include HR-1203 or S-491, respectively, in health care reform legislation.  

2.  GRASS-ROOTS ADVOCACY MONTH:  You have already heard much about this issue.  The Congressional recess period August 1 through September 7, 2009 has been designated as “NARFE Grass-Roots Advocacy Month”. With the 2010 Congressional elections on the horizon, this is an excellent opportunity for 1420 members to arrange meetings with our elected Representatives.

Action Requested of Chapter 1420 Members:  Schedule meetings and/or contact Senators Burr and Hagan and Congressman Shuler with the objective of advancing NARFE’s legislative agenda.  We support candidates who support NARFE.  Here are some suggestions for conducting meetings with the candidates or their staffs that have been employed successfully in the past: Visit candidates’ offices or campaign headquarters; attend or schedule town hall meetings; invite candidates to chapter meetings; schedule multi-chapter candidate forums; plan coffee or breakfast meetings.

3.  REFERENDUM ON NARFE DUES:  

A decision was made by the National Executive Board to amend the Bylaws to provide for a single or NARFE dues structure by a referendum to chapters.  The referendum will be sent to our chapter in September for a chapter vote in December.  NARFE National supports a single dues structure.

Action Requested of Chapter 1420 Members: 

Review the Referendum (printed in full in this quarter’s Federation newspaper) and other material on this issue carefully as you receive it leading up to the December vote.  This will enable you to make an informed decision and vote for or against it accordingly.   I will send out information on the Referendum to our membership as I receive it.

*********************************************************

NEW MEMBERS:  Chapter 1420 warmly welcomes six new members: Diane Linder  and Isabel Romero of Maggie Valley; Jane Brendell and Susie Bryson of Franklin; Jerry Haley of Clyde; and Gerald Lucas of Waynesville.  It’s good to have you as members.

*********************************************************

In Memoriam:  We are saddened to report the passing of Chapter 1420 members Billie Davis of Waynesville, Connie White of North Wilkesboro, and Harold Lumley of Whitehouse, Ohio.  Harold, and his wife Joe Ann were former residents of Lake Junaluska.  Our thoughts and prayers go out to the families of Billie, Connie, and Harold.

**************************************************************
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GUEST COLUMN BY CLARENCE BURRELL, CHAPTER SERVICE OFFICER:

Frequently, members, their

families, and survivors need

help in preparing and submitting 

the reports and claim forms

required by the Office of Personnel

Management when situations arise associated with benefits to which they are entitled.  As Chapter Service Officer, I will help to get the claim process going and solve problems when they occur.  I am knowledgeable about annuity checks, direct deposit, insurance and health benefits, survivor benefits, change of beneficiary procedures, right of divorced spouses to survivor benefits, death benefits, state and federal income taxes relating to federal annuities and withholding, Social Security referral information and requirements for some of the other government programs.  My primary responsibility is to assist members of our Chapter and their families, but I am also available to assist any retiree or current federal employee deal with these matters.  Please see my contact information on page one of this newsletter.

***************************************** 

DON’T FORGET YOUR COLA CONTRIBUTIONS:

(Note:  This article is being reprinted in this issue because of errors contained in the article in the April Newsletter.) Members are encouraged to send their annual COLA contribution to Chapter Treasurer, Inez Angus, if you haven’t already done so.  The rule of thumb for this contribution is to give one-tenth of one month’s increase of your annual annuity.  Aside from birthday and anniversary donations, the annual member COLA collection is the only fund raising activity for our Chapter.  Your generous contributions are used to help cover rapidly increasing postal, printing, and other mandatory expenses as well as to help defray expenses of six Chapter delegates to the annual Federation Convention.  Please either give your COLA contribution to Inez at the next business meeting or mail it to her at this address:  Inez Angus, P.O. Box 1347, Clyde, NC 28721.

****************************************************************

CONGRATULATIONS! During the Federation Convention in Hickory, Freida Terrell and Sam Crain were reelected to the Federation Executive Board. Freida continues as Area I Vice President, Sam as Federation Treasurer. We’re fortunate to have Freida and Sam working on our behalf for another year!  Congratulations again!!

****************************************

                          50/50 RAFFLE

If you received this newsletter by mail, tickets for the 50/50 raffle to be held at the August 22 picnic meeting are enclosed.  If you can’t attend the August picnic but want to participate in the raffle, print your name on the back of each ticket and send your money along with the tickets to Hardy Noland.  If you received this newsletter by email and want to participate in the raffle, please send your money directly to Hardy.  He will ensure raffle tickets are endorsed with your name and included in the drawing.  The cost of the tickets is $1.00 each or six for $5.00.  Half of the money donated will go to Alzheimer’s Research and half to the lucky winner.  Hardy Noland’s address is: 326 Hodges Drive, Waynesville, NC 28786.  Tickets will also be available for purchase at the August picnic meeting. 

****************************************************************
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From Chapter Treasurer Inez Angus.

Monthly Report as of
June 26, 2009

Balance on Hand as of

May 22, 2009:                       $5,144.66

Receipts:

     Dues

$  104.67

     COLA

          .00

     Birthdays/Anniv.
        1.00

     Interest

        2.79

     Meals (14)

    196.00

     Alzheimer’s Contr.
          .00

     50/50 Raffle

      60.00

Total Receipts:

$  364.46

To be Accounted For:


$5,509.12

Disbursements:

     Program Expense
$       .00

     Postage/Printing
         .00

     Meals Paid (17)
    221.00

     Alzheimer’s Fund
    330.00
                    

Total Disbursements:
$   551.00

Balance on Hand June 26, 2009
$4,958.12

Balance in Checking Account

$1,224.05

Balance in Money Market

$3,734.07

****************************************************************

Upcoming Meetings and Programs:

July 9. The Chapter Executive Board will meet at the Haywood County Offices Building in Waynesville. 2 p.m.

July 25. The monthly Chapter Business Meeting will be at Ryan’s Family Steakhouse in Sylva. Jean Burton from NC Cooperative Extension will present “Whatever Happened to Grandma’s Yellow Pie Plate!”  12 noon.

July 28. The Area I Legislative Group will meet in the fellowship hall of the Clyde United Methodist Church.  Time TBA.

August 11-12. The Federation Executive Board will meet in Greensboro for the quarterly meeting.

August 15. NARFE Area I August Picnic at Lake Julian Park, Shelter #2. 12 noon. (See following article).

August 22. Chapter 1420 monthly meeting and annual picnic will be at the Shady Grove United Methodist Church.  Fun and games by Virginia Medford. 12 noon.

September 26.  Monthly Chapter Business Meeting at the Waynesville Country Club.  Singer Angie Toomey will present the program. 12 noon.

**************************************************************************

NARFE Area I August Picnic

Chapter 156 (Asheville) will be hosting the annual Area I picnic this year at Lake Julian.

When: Saturday, August 15 at 12 noon.

Location: Shelter #2 at Lake Julian Park

Menu: Pork Barbeque, chicken, baked beans, coleslaw, mac & cheese, hush puppies & rolls, tea (sweet/unsweet), banana pudding.

Cost: $12.00 per person.

Details: Call Dan Louderback at 828-645-9350 for reservations and send a check payable to NARFE Chapter 156 to Dan Louderback at 534 Bluebird Ridge, Asheville, NC 28804 not later than August 5.

**************************************************************

MEET YOUR CHAPTER OFFICERS
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Ed Fox

Membership Officer
                Both my wife and I were born, 

              raised, educated and married in 

              Lexington, Kentucky.  We were

              married in October 1952 so we will

soon be celebrating our 57th anniversary.  I received a BS and MS in metallurgical engineering from the University of Kentucky and went to work for General Electric in Cincinnati, Ohio.  Throughout my 40-year career, I worked in the area of high temperature materials development.  Half of my 13 years with GE was focused on developing better turbine blades for their jet engines and the other half was focused on materials for their Aircraft Nuclear Propulsion Program.

In 1965, we moved to Rockville, Maryland after I accepted a job with the Atomic Energy Commission.  I joined the Fuels and Materials Branch of the Reactor Research and Development Division.  The goal was to develop advanced reactors that were better (safer) than the water-cooled Three-Mile Island Reactor that experienced the worst nuclear accident in the U.S.  I was assigned to the High Temperature Gas-Cooled Reactor (HTGR) program.  This reactor is cooled with Helium and has an all-ceramic core just like the Russian Research reactor that blew up in Chernobyl.  That horrible accident was the result of over-zealous engineers conducting terribly mismanaged safety experiments.

I worked in the same building in Germantown, Maryland for 27 years before retiring in 1992 from what had become the Department of Energy.  Most of the development work I managed was conducted at General Atomics in San Diego and the National Laboratory in Oak Ridge, Los Alamos and Richland, Washington.  One of the most enjoyable aspects of my job was the coordination of technical exchanges with our counterparts in England, France, Germany and Japan.  After retirement, we moved to Lake Junaluska.

On a more personal note, my wife and I were blessed with two children who reside nearby.  Another personal blessing was the opportunity we were given to become leaders in a Marriage Enrichment weekend retreat program in the early 1970s.  We worked in that program for many years and witnessed many life-changing experiences.

I suspect some of you are saying, “Enough Already”…so, that’s enough!

***************************************************************
CONTACT YOUR ELECTED REPRESENTATIVES:
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Chapter Presi Chapter President		   Treasurer			  Public Relations Chair		Newsletter Editor


Ron Miller (828) 926-9794	   Inez Angus (828) 626-1331		  Doris Burrell (828) 648-2988		Vacant


� HYPERLINK "mailto:RMiller@charter.net" ��RMiller@charter.net�		   � HYPERLINK "mailto:inezanez@aol.com" ��inezanez@aol.com�			  � HYPERLINK "mailto:n4ztp@bellsouth.net" ��n4ztp@bellsouth.net�			





First Vice President		   Immediate Past President/Service Officer	  Telephone Committee Chair		 Chaplain


Gwilli Gerichek (828) 627-9854	   Clarence Burrell (828) 648-2988	  Margaret McGirt (828) 456-4941 	 Kitty Crain (828) 926-0264


� HYPERLINK "mailto:gggclyde@charter.net" ��gggclyde@charter.net�		    � HYPERLINK "mailto:n4ztp@bellsouth.net" ��n4ztp@bellsouth.net�						 � HYPERLINK "mailto:kittycrain@aol.com" ��kittycrain@aol.com�


							  Sunshine Committee Chair


Second Vice President/Programs	     Membership Officer		  Sam Crain (828) 926-0264


Virginia Medford (828) 456-5202     Ed Fox (828) 456-5251		  � HYPERLINK "mailto:samcrainjr@aol.com" ��samcrainjr@aol.com�


			     � HYPERLINK "mailto:edjofox@dnet.net" ��edjofox@dnet.net�


Secretary							  Alzheimer’s Committee Chair


Luci Swanson (828) 369-8922	     Legislative Officer			  Hardy Noland (828) 456-3532


� HYPERLINK "mailto:luciswanson@verizon.net" ��luciswanson@verizon.net�	     Don Bunn (828) 497-7839


			     � HYPERLINK "mailto:dbunn@dnet.net" ��dbunn@dnet.net�
































� EMBED PBrush  ���





� EMBED PBrush  ���





�





�





Dr. John Williams from Western Carolina University presents an informative and captivating program on forensic anthropology at the Chapter business meeting on June 27, 2009
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Senator Kay Hagan


B40A Dirksen Office Bldg.


Washington, DC 20510-3301


Tel: (202) 224-6342


Fax: (202) 228-2563


� HYPERLINK "http://www.hagan.senate.gov" ��www.hagan.senate.gov�


Raleigh: 310 New Bern Ave.


Suite 122


Raleigh, NC 27601


Tel: (919) 856-4630


Fax: (919) 856-4053





Senator Richard Burr


217 Russell Senate Office Bldg.


Washington, DC 20510-3306


Tel: (202) 224-3154


Fax: (202) 228-2981


� HYPERLINK "http://www.burr.senate.gov" ��www.burr.senate.gov�


Asheville: 151 Patton Ave.


Suite 204


Asheville, NC 28801


Tel: (828) 350-2437


Fax: (828) 350-2439








Rep. Heath Shuler  (NC-11)


422 Cannon House Office Bldg.


Washington, DC 20515-3311


Tel: (202) 6401


Fax: (202) 226-6422


� HYPERLINK "http://www.shuler.house.gov" ��www.shuler.house.gov�


Asheville: 356 Biltmore Ave.


Suite 400


Asheville, NC 28801


Tel: (828) 252-1651


Fax: (828) 252-8734








NC Sen. Joe Sam Queen


District 47


16 W. Jones St. Rm 1117


Raleigh, NC 27601-2808


(919) 733-3460


� HYPERLINK "mailto:joe.queen@ncleg.net" ��joe.queen@ncleg.net�


Waynesville: 71 Pigeon St.


Waynesville, NC 28786


(828) 452-1688





NC Sen. John J. Snow, Jr.


District 50


16 W. Jones St. Rm 2111


Raleigh, NC 27601-2808


(919) 733-5875


� HYPERLINK "mailto:john.snow@ncleg.net" ��john.snow@ncleg.net�


Murphy: 105 Van Horn St.


Murphy, NC 28906


(828) 837-5052 





Gov. Bev Perdue


20301 Mail Service Center


Raleigh, NC 27699-0301


Tel: (919) 733-4240


Fax: (919) 733-2120


� HYPERLINK "http://www.governor.state.nc.us" ��www.governor.state.nc.us�


Asheville: 300 Haywood Bldg.


46 Haywood St. Suite 337


Asheville, NC 28801-1512


Tel: (828) 251-6160


Fax: (828) 251-6162











Rep. Ray Rapp


District 118


16 W. Jones St.


Raleigh, NC 27601-1096


Tel: (919) 733-5732


� HYPERLINK "mailto:Rayrapp@ncleg.net" ��Rayrapp@ncleg.net�


Mars Hill: 133 Quail Ridge Rd.


Mars Hill, NC 28754


(828) 689-2214





Rep. R. Phillip Haire


District 119


300 N. Salisbury St. Room 639


Raleigh, NC 27603-5925


Tel: (919) 715-3005


� HYPERLINK "mailto:Philip.haire@ncleg.net" ��Philip.haire@ncleg.net�


Sylva: P.O. Box 727


Sylva, NC 28779


(828) 586-1771





Rep. Roger West


District 120


16 W. Jones St., Room 1004


Raleigh, NC 27601-1096


Tel: (919) 733-5859


� HYPERLINK "mailto:Roger.west@ncleg.net" ��Roger.west@ncleg.net�


Marble: P.O. Box 160


Marble, NC 28905


Tel: (828) 837-5246
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Chapter members enjoy a great family style lunch at the Jarrett House in Dillsboro prior to the program and business meeting on June 27, 2009
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Ron Miller receives raffle grand prize from birdhouse builder Darwin Breeden at Federation Convention in Hickory on April 30, 2009
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